
DIRECT WITNESS 
TO OUR HISTORY

La Peña de Martos has been the 
place chosen by population groups 
since ancient times. Thanks to 
its natural defenses, springs and 
fertile lands, different peoples have 
settled and shaped our city.

Our Peña is embraced by modest 
and white houses that settle on its 
slopes in search of the tranquility 
that the countryside offers and 
giving a beautiful image to those 
who come to our town. Configuring 
customs, architecture and 
impregnating a unique hallmark, 
La Peña stands proud in the heart 
of the Sierra Sur in the province of 
Jaén.
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Stories and Legends

In the 16th century, Francisco 
Delicado published La Lozana 
Andaluza, a text including a 
description of the town of 
Martos. To endow the city with a 
mythological origin, typical of the 
Renaissance, Francisco Delicado 
writes: (...) Hercules placed the 
third stone or column there that 
is currently placed in the temple, 
being the year MDIV. And the Peña 
de Martos could never be taken by 
Aleandro Magnno or his people, 
because it is impregnable to anyone 
who wanted it by force; It has 
always been the honor and defense 
of all of Castile.

Isabel de Solís, 
THE CAPTIVE

THIRD COLUMN OF HERCULES
Isabel de Solís was the daughter of 
Martos Comendador and during one 
of the fights between Christians and 
Muslims she was kidnapped and 
taken captive to Granada. Muley 
Hacén fell madly in love with her 
due to her beauty. She converted to 
the Islamic faith and married him, 
becoming the favorite wife of the 
Granada monarch. This relationship 
provoked the disgust of the 
Abencerrajes and the jealousy of 
the Sultana Aixa, who encouraged 
a series of intrigues at court and 
internal disputes that ended with 
the abdication of the monarch and 
later triggered the seizure of the 
kingdom of Granada by the Catholic 
Monarchs in 1492.

After the Christian conquest, 
King Fernando III appointed Don 
Alvar Pérez de Castro, as mayor 
of the town. He was married to 
Doña Mencía de Haro. King Aben 
Alhamar of Granada disputed and 
desired Martos and when the city 
was most unprotected, he tried 
to take advantage and to 
recover. The warden was in 
Toledo and his nephew Don 
Tello with his men fought 
against the Muslims. Doña 
Mencía saved the situation 
with an ingenious plan: the 
women of the castle disguised 

DOÑA MENCÍA DE HARO, 
THE DEFENDER

themselves as men-at-arms and 
placed themselves on the walls, 
towers and battlements of the city. 
In this way, the attempted assault 
on the castle was frustrated.

THE CARVAJALES BROTHERS

The brothers Juan and Pedro de 
Carvajal , knights of the Order of 
Calatrava, were accused by King 
Fernando IV of the murder of 
Juan de Benavides. The monarch 
ordered that they be thrown 
from La Peña cliffs inside of a 
cage. But the brothers, knowing 
that they had been unfairly 
punished, summoned the king 
to a trial before God within 30 
days. 

Viriato’s passing through the city 
of Tucci is reflected by authors such 
as Diodoro who wrote: "(...) the citizens 
of Tucci did not remain constant in their 
commitments, they sometimes declared 
themselves followers of the Romans and, 
others, his followers. By means of a gracefully 
narrated fable, he ridiculed their conduct while 
warning them of the dangers of their behavior. 
He explained how a middle-aged man took 
two wives, the younger one plucked out his 
gray hair, while the older one plucked out his 
black ones, until in a short time, shaved by 
both, he went bald. The same fate awaited the 
inhabitants of Tucci, because as the Romans 
killed their enemies, and the Lusitanians 
suppressed their opponents, the city 
would soon be deserted..."

Viriato, THE RESISTANCE TO THE ROMAN LEGIONS

La Cruz 
del Lloro 

(Crying Cross) 
commemorates 

the exact 
place in the 
cliff where 

the cage of the 
Carvajales 

brothers ended

The monarch, who was then in 
Jaén, had received the information 
that he had obtained the Alcaudete 
square, and he celebrated it with 
an abundant banquet that plunged 
him into such a state that he retired 
to sleep, just when the 30 days that 
the brothers had given him were 
over, and the monarch never waked 
up. Thus, King Ferdinand IV will go 
down in history with the nickname 
The Summoned.

The Virgin of Victory Pilgrimage 
is a Festival of Tourist Interest in 
Andalusia since 2008, celebrated 
on the last weekend of May. The 
Brotherhood of María Santísima de 
la Victoria was founded in March 
1940. On this big day, colorful floats, 
horses and pilgrims make their way 
behind the two main carriages: that 
of the Virgen de la Victoria and that 
of Simpecado, both pulled by oxen. 
This procession heads towards the 
slopes of our Peña, because in this 
place, in the area of Los Charcones, 
everyone celebrates together around 
the Hermitage.

WHAT 
WE FIND 
AT  T H E  P E Ñ A :

H ER M I TAG E  O F 
SA N  BA RTO LO M E 
Built in the Middle Ages, it’s one of 
the first temples to be built after the 
Reconquest in the 14th century. On 
its white façade, a semicircular arch 
leads to the temple with a single nave. 
Finishing off the outside, the bells from 
the temple and Roman remains are the 
highlight of the outer walls.

 CA LVA RY 
WA L K
Exceptional view-
point of the city of 
Martos and close 
to the Hermitage of 
San Bartolomé. A 
beautiful cast iron 
arch dating from the 
early 20th century 
will welcome you.

RO M A N  S U N D I A L 
In front of the Hermitage of 
San Bartolomé, before reach-
ing Paseo del Calvario, on 
the rock of La Peña, there is 
a sundial from Roman times 
that would date from the year 
20 BC.  

Geotourism is a recent concept, 
which is vitally important knowing 
how our environment was formed. 
This allows us to discover the origins 
of our Peña, the Sierra de la Grana, 
both the oldest and the most modern 
history, its fossils, where they are, 
their origin, etc.

To know the geology of Martos is to 
know the history of this part of the 
Earth and its evolution, considering 
magnitudes of time above the history 
of man. To do this, we must start 
from the fact that the history of the 
Earth goes back no more and no less 
than 4,600 million years, something 
that requires to know the scale 
of Geological Time in addition to 
making an imaginative effort.

F lo r a  A N D f au n a  O F  L A  P E Ñ A

V I RG I N  O F  V I C TORY  P I LG R I M AG E

M A RTO S ,  S I ER R A  S U R  O F  JA E N ,  AST RO N O M I CA L  STA R L I G H T  R E SERVE

The top and the cliffs that are part 
of La Peña de Martos are configured 
as the best observatory of a rich and 
largely unknown fauna. We invite 
visitors to enter their domains to 
observe it, using common sense, 
interest, patience and responsible 
behavior, to avoid disturbing the 
fauna, especially in critical times, 
such as breeding and reproduction.
Below we offer the three main 
representatives of this fauna of La 
Peña:

•	 Wild goat (Capra pirenaica subsp. 
hispanica)

•	 Ocellated Lizard (Timon lepidus)
•	 Lesser Kestrel (Falco naumanni)

Our fauna is also a heritage of great 
value, which we must know, admire, 
observe and above all, preserve.
There are many plant species that 
populate La Peña, either in the 

T R A D I t i o n s

T h i s  i m ag e  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  t h at  was  sa v e d 
f ro m  b u r n i n g  i n  t h e  S PA N I S H  C i v i l  Wa r  o f  1 93 6 
a n d  dat e s  f ro m  t h e  s .  XV I I

T h e  y e l low  b e e 
f low e r  o rc h i d 
( O p h rys  lu t e a ) , 
a  b ota n i ca l 
j e w e l  t h at 
g rows  o n  t h e 
ro c ks ,  d i f f i c u lt 
to  f i n d  a n d 
s h o rt- l i v e d

G EOTO U R I S M  A N D  G EO LO GY

The City Council, together with 
cultural and scientific-astronomical 
groups, organises an activity during 
the month of August that in recent 
years has aroused great interest, the 
night ascent to la Peña, to enjoy for 
a few hours the imposing sky of the 
legendary Tucci, taking advantage 
of the well-known Perseid meteor 
showers or tears of San Lorenzo.

Visiting the Starlight Reserve is a must 
when visiting Martos at the Sierra Sur 
of Jaén, a privileged and first-rated 
place for observing its skies, which 
means that we count many locations 
around with unique conditions for 
astronomical observation in our 
municipal area.

Fo r  ast ro n o m y  f a n s ,  t h e  to p  o f  L a  P e ñ a 
d e  M a rto s ,  lo cat e d  at  a n  a lt i t u d e  o f 
1 0 03  m e t e rs ,  ca n  b e  a  u n i q u e  e x p e r i e n c e , 
as c e n d i n g  to  i ts  to p ,  e s p ec i a l ly  o n 
t h o s e  s u m m e r  n i g h ts  w i t h  a  f u l l  m o o n

steeper areas, in rock crevices, in 
areas where the soils are of better 
quality, on the esplanade where the 
medieval fortress is located, etc..., 

Each one of them, with its physiology, 
its bearing, its appearance, 
undoubtedly constitutes a biological 
treasure, of great importance for 
the habitat of La Peña and its living 
beings. Given the breadth in the 
number of species, we are only going 
to focus on the most striking species 
of bushy and herbaceous types of 
our Peña de Martos:

•	 Retama balls or yellow broom 
(Retama sphaerocarpa)

•	 Crocus Serotinus (wild saffron)
•	 Purple Lily (Iris germanica)
•	 Squill onion (Urginea maritime)
•	 Purple lily (Iris germanica)
•	 Horehound (Marrubium vulgare)
•	 Candilicos (Arisarum simorrhinum)

Martos

J A É N

A N D A L U C Í A

T r a v e l l i n g . . . 

f ro m  Ja é n
Take the A-316 towards 
Torredelcampo and continue through 
A-316 towards Martos / Alcaudete 
 
f ro m  Có r d o b a
Take the A4 / E5 towards El Carpio 
and then take the A-306 towards 
Torredonjimeno and finally continue 
taking the A-316 towards Martos 
 
f ro m  G r a n a da
Take the A44 / E902 towards 
Jaén, then the A-316 towards 
Torredelcampo and finally, take the 
A-316 towards Martos / Alcaudete 

V i s i t  M a rto s

C A S T I L L A - L A  M A N C H A

E X T R E M A D U R A
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www.martos.es/turismo

Tourist Information:
Oficina de Turismo Ayuntamiento de Martos 
Plaza de la Constitución, 1 - 23600 Martos (Jaén) 
Tel.: 0034 953 21 00 00
ayuntamiento@martos.es
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Excmo. Ayto
de Martos

Concejalía de Turismo

EDITION

FINANCING:

f ro m  M á l aga
Take the A45 towards Córdoba, 
then take the A-318 towards Lucena, 
N-432 towards Alcaudete and 
finally, the A-316 towards Martos / 
Alcaudete
 
f ro m  M a d r i d
Take the A4 towards Córdoba, then 
the A44 / E902 towards Jaén, the 
A-316 towards Torredelcampo and 
then, continue through the A-316 
towards Martos / Alcaudete

Excmo. Ayto
de Martos

Concejalía 
de Turismo

EVERYTHING YOU NEED
TO KNOW ABOUT

La Peña de

Martos

L a  P e ñ a  d e  M a rto s ,  h as  s i g h t  l i m i tat i o n s  f ro m 
s o m e  a r e as  d u e  to  l i g h t  p o l lu t i o n  a n d  p ro x i m i t y 
to  t h e  u r b a n  a r e a .  O n  t h e  ot h e r  h a n d,  ot h e r 
a r e as ,  s u c h  as  t h e  n o rt h e ast  h o r i zo n ,  h a v e 
e x t r ao r d i n a ry  co n d i t i o n s  f o r  o b s e r vat i o n
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TOW ER  O F 
T R I B U T E

F RO M  A  DRO N E ' S  V I E W

The High Fortress (Fortaleza Alta) 
sits on the plateau at the top, built 
on the remains of an old Muslim 
building. The Order of Calatrava built 
the fortress around the 14th century, 
whose archaeological remains have 
been preserved until today. After the 
conquest of Granada, the city lost its 
defensive character and when peace 
reigned, the fortress was abandoned.

The whole complex is surrounded 
by a wall of which many areas have 
been preserved. Only the part that 
overlooks the Bad Neighbor remains 
unwalled, since due to its strong 
slope it seems to be unnecessary.

Located in the extreme south in the 
highest part is the Torre del Homenaje 
(Tower of tribute), which consists of 
three floors. In the ground floor, the 
remains of an important cistern are 
preserved, a construction of great 
interest due to the enclosing 
arches, which represent an 
architectural innovation.

It has an irregular 
floor plan as it 
adapts to the 
wide plateau and 
is divided into 
two independent 
enclosures, the 
Alcázar (01),  on 
the highest ground, 
and the lower 
Patio de Armas (02), 
separated by an 
artificial moat (03)

Tow e r  o f  t r i b u t e .  s o u t h   e l e vat i o n 

Walk that combines urban sections through the 
town of Martos and peri-urban sections, which 
through paths and a short but beautiful path 
take us to the top of La Peña de Martos, where a 
spectacular viewpoint awaits us together with the 
mythical Calatrava fortress, contemplating the 
millennial city of Tucci.

DE PA RT U R E 
Recreational area of Paraje de 
los Charcones

A R R I VA L :  Top of La Peña

D I F F I C U LT Y:  Moderate 

M A X .  A N D  M I N . 
ACC U M U L AT E D 
Going up 157 m. 
/ Down 31 m.

A LT I M E T R I C  P RO F I L E : 
Maximum altitude 1,003 m. 
/ Minimum 865 m.

D I STA N C E :  1,630 m. 
RO U T E  ST Y L E :   Lineal 
D U R AT I O N :  1 h.

The route starts from Paraje de los Charcones, 
a place where vehicles can be parked and 
equipped with facilities to spend a pleasant day 
outdoors. Through a path on the slope of La 
Peña, we will ascend until we reach the imposing 
peak of La Peña where the Alta Fortress is 
located.

This route will take us from the impressive High 
Fortress (Fortaleza Alta) located at the top of La 
Peña, to the Cruz de Calatrava (Calatrava’s cross) 
located a few meters away. During the tour, the 
privileged height position of La Peña’s castle, 
gives us unbeatable panoramic views of Martos 
and its surroundings.
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DE PA RT U R E  &  A R R I VA L : 
Constitucion Square, Martos

D I F F I C U LT Y:  High

M A X .  A N D  M I N . 
ACC U M U L AT E D 
Going up / Down: 278 m.

A LT I M E T R I C  P RO F I L E 
Maximum altitude 1,003 m. 
/ Minimum 740 m.

D I STA N C E :  6,290 m. 
RO U T E  ST Y L E :  Circular 
D U R AT I O N :  3 h.

DE PA RT U R E  &  A R R I VA L : 
Top of La Peña de Martos

D I F F I C U LT Y:  High

M A X .  A N D  M I N . 
ACC U M U L AT E D 
Going up / Down:  209 m.

A LT I M E T R I C  P RO F I L E : 
Maximum altitude 1,003 m. 
/ Minimum 900 m.

D I STA N C E :  51 m. 
RO U T E  ST Y L E :  Circular 
D U R AT I O N :  11 minutes

TO P  O F  P E Ñ A  DE  M A RTO S 
A N D  I TS  H I G H  FORT R E S S

LO S  C H A RCO N E S  R EC R E AT I O N A L 
A R E A  -  H I G H  FORT R E S S

CA L AT R AVA ' S  C RO S S 
O F  H I G H  FORT R E S SR
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S.V AC
The Iberians , around the 5th 
Century BC, chose the skirt of our 
Peña to build their oppida. 

S. VII 
With the Islamic invasion, 
and the city of Tús or Tuss converted 
into a border square, two castles were 
built, one of them located in La Peña.

S. XV 
After the Christian conquest 
and the city handed over by Fernando 
III to the Order of Calatrava in 
1228, both castles were reinforced, 
modernized and expanded, and this 
configuration of the Fortaleza Alta 
(high fortress) is what has survived to 
this day.

C H RO N O LO GY:
S.I  AC
The Romans would choose this 
natural refuge to establish the Colonia 
Augusta Gemela.

TA N K  A N D  P O O L

TOW ER  O F  T R I B U T E

A LCA Z A R

CO U RT  O F  W E A P O N S

A RT I F I C I A L  P I T

WA L L E D  A R E A

T H E  H I G H  FORT R E S S

Crying Cross


